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March 5, 2020 

 

 

Dear Hastings Families, 

 

As we indicated in our message to you yesterday, this is an update to provide you with 

additional details about the current school closing and the most current information 

that we have about the COVID-19- Coronavirus. Naturally, we have received a number 

of questions and have arranged them in a FAQ to ensure that all are answered.  

 

Q1: Why did you decide to close the schools for two days? 

A: Yesterday afternoon, a Principal learned from members of staff that a parent 

worked in a location that was closed due to a confirmed case of the COVID-19- 

Coronavirus in that location, and their children attend our schools. The Principal 

reached out to our nurses to inquire about medically fragile students and staff coming 

into contact with the virus if this was true. I asked the Principal to contact the New York 

State Health Department as they are the lead agency. They suggested contacting the 

parent which we then did. The parent confirmed the information that they worked in a 

location where a COVID-19- Coronavirus case was confirmed. At that point, the parent 

indicated that no directive was given by the school to self-quarantine. The parent had no 

direct contact with any individuals who tested positive for the coronavirus. However, 

later that day, the parent was instructed to self-quarantine until March 6, but no one 

else in the family was required to self-quarantine. 

 

Later that day we also learned that at least one more person who works with some of our 

students also had contact with a few students from the same location. We have no other 

details to share at this time.  If we do, these details will be added to tomorrow’s update. 

 

I was also consulting with the Board President and Vice President from the beginning. 

We determined that due to concerns about staff and students with underlying health 

conditions and anticipated reactions by staff who were fearful, closing the schools to be 

disinfected and sanitized was the responsible thing to do.  

 

Q2: What is being disinfected and sanitized in the schools? 

http://www.hohschools.org/


A: Under the supervision of Joe Martorana, our Director of Facilities, we are using 

the Disinfection for the Non-Healthcare Settings guide provided by the New York State 

Department of Health. We are using bleach as a cleaning product, which has been 

recommended to mitigate COVID-19- Coronavirus contamination on surfaces and 

equipment. Our custodial team is in the process of disinfecting and sanitizing all 

surfaces and equipment including Chromebooks and desktop computers.  

 

Q3: As of today, are there any cases among students, parents, and staff? 

A: The New York State Health Department is the only agency that would notify us if 

there was a known case of COVID-19- Coronavirus. To date, there are no cases among 

students, parents, and staff. 

 

Q4: Was other information available to guide the local Superintendents in how to 

address cases such as this one?  

A: The New York State Department of Health provided guidance on March 3, 2020, 

for schools to determine under what conditions they should close. There are three types 

of school closures to consider in this situation. The selective school closure made the 

most sense yesterday given the information that we had to work with.  

 

1. Selective school closures and dismissals are appropriate when there are periods 

of time where there is a lack of information. This measure is taken in an effort to 

take the time to gather information for the safety of the school.  

2. Reactive school closures and dismissals occur when many students or staff are ill 

and there is not enough staff to ensure safety. This measure is unlikely to affect 

community virus transmission. 

3. Pre-emptive, coordinated closures and dismissals are used in cases of extreme 

pandemics. This is done to prevent many students and staff from becoming ill 

and all staff and students would stay at home. In case a school dismissal is used, 

staff would report but students would stay at home. Instruction would then be 

provided through distance learning.  

 

The local BOCES Superintendents serve as liaisons between the Districts and the New 

York State Department of Education. Based upon the information that I had provided to 

Dr. Harold Coles, our local BOCES Superintendent at Southern Westchester BOCES, he 

notified the Commissioner of Education about our decision to close. The Commissioner 

of Education, in turn, notified Governor Cuomo. Dr. Coles informed me last night that 

both the Commissioner of Education and Governor Cuomo agreed that we had done the 

right thing to close our schools.  

 

Q5: What communication from the District has been provided to families about the 

COVID-19- Coronavirus? 

A: This letter will be the fourth document shared with families. Below are the links 

to the communications that have been shared to date with families about the COVID-19- 

Coronavirus: 

 

January 30, 2020 Update 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wkGp7lLzZLTcdjDniRc_2FiKNylWePyiOQo_kk97GM0/edit?usp=sharing


February 28, 2020 Update 

March 4, 2020, Update 

March 4, 2020, News Release 

 

Q6: What role does the New York State Department of Health (NYSDoH) play in 

helping school Districts figure out when and when not to close schools? 

A: The New York State Health Department is the lead agency. The New York State 

Council of School Superintendents shared a presentation made by this agency which 

provided helpful guidance to the Superintendents about three types of closures listed in 

the response to question 4. Today, Superintendents participated in a conference call 

with the following people: 

 

● Dr. Elizabeth DuFort, New York State Department of Health, Division of 

Epidemiology  

● Adrian Mezzo, New York State Department of Education 

● Dana Caratenuto, Governor’s Office, Deputy Secretary for Legislative Affairs and 

Policy for Governor Cuomo 

● Dan Fuller, Deputy Secretary for Education for Governor Cuomo 

● Mike Mastroianni, Governor Cuomo’s Office 

 

These are the points that were shared with us by the team listed above: 

 

● There is currently no uniform guidance about when and how to determine that 

schools should close. The NYSDoH and the Governor’s Office agreed to work on a 

guidance document and make it available to the Superintendents as quickly as 

possible.  

● The Governor is aware of the challenges of providing on-line instruction and the 

900/990 instructional hour requirement for schools. It is on their radar and they 

know that both need to be addressed.  

● The NYSDoH is not currently recommending avoidance of mass gatherings or 

local trips. This may change with time.  

● The NYSDoH recommends school trips abroad to level 2 and 3 countries, defined 

by the CDC, be postponed. There are five countries on the list. However, this list 

could grow over time. The link is here. 

● When this phone call was made this morning at 10:30am, there were 13 

confirmed cases in New York State and they were in New York City and 

Westchester. 

● If someone is tested for COVID-19- Coronavirus, the results take 6-8 hours after 

the sample is in the lab. The next step is confirmation which will be handled by 

the NYSDoH. 

● If there is a confirmed case in our district, the New York Health Department will 

quickly notify the district and work with us to determine the appropriate steps to 

take.  

● If we are uncertain about a possible case, we should contact the NYSDoH. 

● Many of those currently quarantined came in contact with someone who had 

contact with a confirmed case. A contact of a contact is considered low risk. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iCSMnDFwy-J2RIrBJfRE6ZXurlOjFGwEr3gqWnCOryA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13YAyr-k3mQgyGPh4kt2k4pChBs222_hL2y1wqhn6-Ak/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AXuo6x0DCMDGT91n7ljcipoZl0jo_LZuH9qWHUl3ln4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html


● Someone who lives in a home with someone who is being appropriately 

quarantined is not considered a contact and can still attend school. If the parent 

becomes a case, the NYSDoH will contact the district. 

● When a case is confirmed, disease detectives trace every minute of the person’s 

life to determine who they had contact with. 

● The NYSDoH monitors health care workers and they are monitored by their 

hospitals to determine whether quarantine is necessary. If a health worker is 

employed in a hospital that has treated a known case, the District does not need 

to be concerned about the health worker’s children who attend schools. Health 

care workers appropriately monitored by their employers are considered low risk.  

 

In addition, I  spoke with Dan Fuller earlier today to review our decision to close. 

 

Q7: What other coordination with local officials took place in Hastings? 

A: The district worked closely with Mayor Armacost and we spoke with her 

yesterday and today. Her webpage, which is here, also provides information for the 

community. Chief David Dosin is also a great assistance to the district. I spoke with him 

yesterday and today. He will have officers near each school on Monday. We also had a 

conversation with the County Executive’s Office who offered suggestions on how to 

disinfect and sanitize our facilities.  A community leaders group made up of members of 

the clergy, community partners, local officials, and administrators, met yesterday for 

our quarterly meeting and our topic happened to be about how we should prepare to 

keep each other apprised of information that we share about COVID-19- Coronavirus.  

 

Q8: Is it possible to restore events that were canceled on Saturday and Sunday? 

A: While the NYSDoH and the Governor’s Office see no reason to cancel these 

events, we have to keep the buildings closed this weekend because it takes a while to 

clean everything and allow the smell of bleach to dissipate. 

 

Q9: Will field trips and international trips be canceled? 

A: Based upon the information provided today by the NYSDoH and the Governor’s 

Office, the NYSDoH is not currently recommending avoidance of mass gatherings or 

local trips. This may change with time. We have postponed or canceled some events 

because of fear and uncertainty. The principals will assess field trips or travel to other 

states and make a determination after speaking to the NYSDoH. 

 

Q10: What hygiene practices should be followed? 

A: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention updates its website three times 

per week and the link is here. The New York Department of Health website link is here. 

The respiratory etiquette and hand hygiene advice from both agencies is the same and 

listed below. 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 

water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

https://www.hastingsgov.org/home/news/mayor%E2%80%99s-message-message-about-covid-19?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/


● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

● Stay home when you are sick. 

● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

Q11: When should I call the school nurse? 

A: The nurses’ office is a very busy place. Whenever a child does not feel well at 

school, they should visit their school nurse to be checked.  Since the COVID-19- 

Coronavirus appeared, phone calls to their office have increased exponentially. If your 

child does not feel well, please keep them at home.  

 

Q12: What should we expect on Monday morning and will there be news media near 

the schools?  

A: We look forward to a peaceful return to our schools. Because the schools have 

been thoroughly disinfected and sanitized, there should be no concerns about returning 

to school. Chief David Dosin is also a great partner to the district and he will have 

officers near each school on Monday. 

 

Q13:  Is a child who has been in a home with a self-quarantined person allowed to come 

to school? 

A: Yes. We can not restrict any child’s access to school because the parent was self-

quarantined and the child was not. The New York State Department of Health monitors 

these situations. Responses to question 6 provide more details. 

 

Q14: How should parents speak to children about COVID-19- Coronavirus? 

A: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides a number of helpful 

resources for families with children. The link is here and called Get Your Household 

Ready.  Another resource available to families is from the Child Mind Institute. The link 

is here.   

 

 

If you have any other questions or concerns, please share them with us. We will respond 

to them in tomorrow’s update.  

 

I realize the challenges that any emergency closing poses for working families. Thank 

you for your patience and understanding as we try to manage this new threat to our 

health and well-being.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Valerie Henning-Piedmonte 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/get-your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/

